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Calgary Co-op Wines & Spirits’ Tasting Centres are perfect places to experience ne wines and events.

Calgary Co-op

Wines & Spirits stores remain favourites

he popularity of Cal
gary Co-op Wines &
Spirits continues to

grow, with new locations
opening all the time, and new
services and special events
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tus as a full-service store.

For 2011-12, Calgary Co-
op Wines & Spirits has again
won Gold in the Liquor Store
category, and also is again
awinner in the Wine Store
category of the Calgary Her-

ald Readers’ Choice Awards.

First and foremost, it's
the people who work at the
stores that make Calgarians
want to shop there, says Don
McConkey, managing direc-
tor of Calgary Co-op Wines
& Spirits.

“It's also our superior fa-
cilities, outstanding selection
and fair prices,” he adds.

When it comes to facili
ties, Calgary Co-op Wines &
Spirits has been busy open-
ing three exciting new stores
this past year.

Tasting Centres have
opened in Oakridge, Bed-
dington and Crowfoot, add-
ing a large-format shopping
experience with 10,000
square feet of space, says
Cindy Drummond, com-
munications manager for
Calgary Co-op.

The stores are able to offer
many new services, such as
private wine lockers, allow-
ing customers to sit down
with an in-store sommelier

and choose selections to add

to their private collections.
The Tasting Centres also
have huge walk-in cooler

areas, and tasting rooms that

can be used for a variety of
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Calgary Co-op Wines &
Spirits is now producing
a Calendar of Events four
times a year, which high-
lights a number of wine and
spirits education programs.

Included are events such
as a Get to Know Rum night,
Get to Know ltaly evening,
and several unique events
including a wine-tasting
class delivered via Skype.

Participants in the class
will be joined by wine ex-
perts from California via an
Internet video connection,
with a discussion of the
various wines and a tasting
session.

In addition to the three
new Tasting Centres, Cal
gary Co-op Wines & Spirits
has also opened a store on
16th Avenue N.W., one of
the few standalone locations
that is not adjacent to a food
centre.

The sizable 7,000-square-
foot store was once a com-
mercial facility, but has been
renovated to become a beau
tiful, high-end wine and spir-
its store, Drummond says.

The new additions bring
the total of Calgary Co-op
Wines & Spirits stores to 21
in and around Calgary.

“It's the people
who work at
Co-op Wines &
Spirits that make
Calgarians want
to shop there.”

All are known for their
wide product range. No mat
ter what a customer is seek-
ing, from the very popular
Co-op Gold brand of beers,
ales and spirits, to sought-af-
ter collectible bottles, it can
be found at Calgary Co-op
Wines & Spirits.

In addition to the knowl-
edgeable employees, there
the sommeliers on staff have
even more expertise in se-
lecting the products that are
available at Calgary Co-op
Wines & Spirits, and in help-

price range, taste and the food
it will be served with—and
receive alist of suggested
wines available at the store.

Customers can access the
Buyers Vine from home or
on computer terminals set up
in their local Calgary Co-op
Wines & Spirits stores.

The staff can help custom-
ers with liquor planning and
large purchases for wed-
dings, Christmas parties and
other special events.

Custom gift baskets are
especially popular around
the holiday season.

Customers can choose
from pre-made baskets,
or request special theme
baskets to be created just
for them.

Calgary Co-op Wines
& Spirits has also become
known for its Grape Escape
tasting events.

The fun and informative
events have proven to be so
popular that they now runin
both spring and fall.

During each Grape
Escape, people have the
chance to sample not only
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item for every occasion.

An excellent resource for
customers is the Calgary Co-
op Buyers Vine online wine
selection guide, available at
coopwinesandspirits.com.

Buyers Vine allows people
to search for wines by select

from more than 60 vendors,
and talk to representatives
to learn more about their
products.

There is also a variety
of food to sample, and at
tendees can chat with food
experts to learn more about
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ries such as colour, region,

with various meal items.

315 %*+2&/*+ %*-
Y(+H#,+ %"#-, (1$ 4(,+31! O0'#1+,

-'((&,.)%

ll*)%ll&.# .!II_I(+




